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Sh-AYER-ed Thoughts  
Parents, thank you for your support at the Ayer Meet the Teacher nights.  Hopefully, some of 

you may have noticed our District of Excellence Banner in our cafeteria.  We are proud to hang 

it with your support.  The success of our students is reflective upon supportive parents.  We are 

proud to announce for the eighth year in a row, The Forest Hills School District has been rated 

by the Ohio Department of Education as ñExcellent with Distinction.ò Meanwhile, Ayer Ele-

mentary has received an ñEXCELLENTò rating as well. Congratulations to our students, par-

ents and staff! 
 

If you have accessed our building report card online (www.ode.state.oh.us), you may have no-

ticed we have a red X next to our attendance rate.   For two consecutive years Ayerôs attendance 

rate has stayed the same at 96.8%.  According to the Ohio Department of Education we must 

show improvement every year.   

 

In turn, students need to be in school every day to stay on track.  A letter will be sent home to 

remind parents of excessive tardiness and days absent.  Teachersô lesson plans are carefully 

constructed to introduce new concepts, to reinforce them with learning activities, and then to 

move on to new skills and ideas.  When children arenôt in school, they may fall behind.  And 

the more days they miss, the harder it is to catch up.  Thatôs where parents come in. 

 

Report In.  Schools are required to track attendance of every child in every classroom every 

day.   It is essential that you always contact us by 9:30 AM if your child is going to be late for 

class, or will need an early dismissal, or will be absent.  We can be reached at 588-6211 or 

ayerout@foresthills.edu 24 hours a day.   

 

Get the Work.  When you know ahead of time your child will be missing class, give the teach-

ers plenty of notice so they can provide your child with makeup work to do. Be sure that your 

child follows through ï youôll need to be his or her ñteacherò on those days, so be available to 

explain concepts or monitor the work.  If your child is out unexpectedly, due to illness or other 

reasons, in addition to contacting Mrs. Rogers, make arrangements with your childôs teachers to 

pick up a packet of work/readings from the school.  If the absence will be lengthy, alert the 

teacher as soon as you know and get updated assignments and work packets as the days go on.   

 

How Sick Is Too Sick?  Itôs impossible to say categorically when a child should go to school 

or stay home.  However, one typical guideline is that a child is usually fine to attend school if 
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his or her temperature is under 100 degrees for 24 hours and there is no rash, ñpink eyeò, nau-

sea, or diarrhea.  The decision to keep a child home from school is best made between you and 

your childôs health care provider.  If the doctor or nurse recommends that your child stay home, 

find out exactly how long and on what conditions he or she can return to class (e.g. after 24 

hours of antibiotics).  In cases of an unknown rash or questionable disease, a doctorôs note is 

required for the student to return to school.   

 

Finally, remember to show and tell your children that attendance is important ï whether itôs as a 

child in school or as an adult on the job.  Youôll be helping them succeed, both in school and in 

life.   

 

Alternate Transportation :  Thank you for your cooperation with transportation this year. 

There are always a few glitches the beginning of the year, but things are smoothing out. Please 

remember to complete an Alternate Transportation form if your child needs to be transported to 

another bus stop or needs to ride a different bus due to daycare purposes. It takes several days 

for the request to be processed, so turn the form in early. Only in the case of an emergency will 

a child be permitted to ride a different bus or get off at a different stop without an Alternative 

Transportation form. In the event there is a last minute emergency, the child must bring a note 

to the school office to be signed. Then the child gives the signed note to the bus driver. As you 

can see, your childôs safety is an important factor for us. 

 

Safe School:  For the 2008 ï 2009 school year we will continue to examine ways to make Ayer 

a safer place.  We ask that all visitors please sign-in in the office.  The schoolôs Crisis Plan has 

been updated.  The staff and students practice drills (e.g. fire, tornado) on a regular basis.  Once 

again, we will practice Shelter-In-Place and Lock Down drills.  If you would like information 

on emergency procedures, please visit the Forest Hills website:  www.foresthills.edu   Click on 

Parent Information, and then click on Safety.  This site is updated frequently. 

 

With great pleasure and pride, 

 

Mr. Bob Buck   Dr. Shirley Curtis 

Assistant Principal  Principal  

 

 

Reading Class 
 

Do you struggle to find the right reading material for your child?  Would you like to discover 

new authors or series to engage reluctant readers or challenge bookworms? Forest Hills Com-

munity Education is offering a chance to learn from other parents, teachers, and media special-

ists what is ñhotò in literature for children and young adults. Tips on how to use the web to 

help your child succeed as a reader will also be offered. Register for ñChildren Reading 

Booksò on Wednesday, November 5, from 7-8:30 pm in the Summit Elementary Media Cen-

ter. Registration forms are available at www.foresthills.edu or in the school office. 

http://www.foresthills.edu/
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October 2008 
 

 

Dear Ayer Families, 
 

The school year is well underway, and I thank you, thank you, thank you for the wonderful start that we 

have had to date.  A special thank you to the PTA board for all of the dedication of time, energy and 

leadership to the many activities and events that you have been working on this year!   
 

So many opportunities are available for our children because of the outstanding support that has been 

given to the PTA.  Thank you to the entire Ayer community for helping in so many ways:     

¶ Many parents have joined PTA so far (although itôs not too late if you have not yet done so), 
and we have achieved 100% teacher participation.  Joining PTA is a great way to show your 

support to the students in our school. 

¶ There has been great support for the Sally Foster gift wrap sale and the Walk-a-thon.  These 

events raise funds to support the PTA programs throughout the year. 

¶ Many VIE (Volunteers in Education) hours have been logged providing much needed sup-

port for our teachers. 

¶ The number of active Kroger gift cards is growing.   Letôs keep it up! 
The response by parents to requests to volunteer for many of the upcoming events has been 

amazing. 
 

The Apple Core as well as the Wednesday communications are a great way to get information about up-

coming activities and ways to get involved.  There will be many more opportunities for our students 

throughout the year, which will create more ways for parents to participate.  With your help, we will 

continue to make Ayer the best it can be. 
 

Sincerely, 

  Becky Foster 

  Ayer PTA President 

  beckyfoster@fuse.net   231-5857 

 

 
UPCOMING DATES  

 October 
  3 (Fri)  Walk-a-thon 

  6-17    6th Grade Used Book Drive 

  7 (Tues)  Market Day Pick-up, 6:00-7:00pm 

  10 (Fri)  Walk-a-thon Rain Date 

  10 (Fri)  Interim Reports distributed 

  13 (Mon am)  PTA Meeting, 9:30am (All are welcome!) 

  14-15 (Tues/Wed) COSI on Wheels (Columbus Science and Industry Program) 

  15 (Wed)  One-hour delay 

  16 (Thurs)  6th Grade Skating Party 

  20-24  Clothing Drive & Used Book Sale 

  24 (Fri)  Family Fall Fun Night 
 

 November 
  4 (Tues)  Market Day Pick-up, 6:00-7:00pm 

  4 (Tues)  Election Day 

  6 (Thurs)  Picture Retake Day 

  10-15  Food Drive 

  10 (Mon pm)  PTA Meeting 7:00pm (All are welcome!) 

  19 (Wed)  One-hour delay 

  21 (Fri)  Report Cards distributed 

  24-25 (Mon-Tues) Conferences and Bookfair 

  26-28  No School ï Thanksgiving Break 

PTA PERSPECTIVE 

mailto:beckyfoster@fuse.net


Dear Parents, 

 

At Ayer we have 83 new smiling kindergarten students.  I had the pleasure of meet-

ing many of them during kindergarten screening and I have visited all the kindergarten 

classrooms to read to the children.  There are 50 new students in grades one through six 

who will meet with me during lunch time to discuss their adjustment to Ayer, the stresses 

involved with change, and ways to make new friends.   Our goal is to help everyone make 

a happy healthy adjustment to their new school. 

 The beginning of each new school year is always exciting as we meet new families 

and renew old acquaintances.  Our school is strong because of you, our parents, and the 

support you offer the staff and your children.  Working together we can accomplish many 

things and I want to share a favorite poem of mine titled Guiding Hand. 

 Please feel free to contact me if I can be of any help to you or your child. 

 

Sincerely, 

Barb Hunter 

Counselor 

 

 

Guiding Hand 

 

I dreamt I stood in a studio 

And watched two sculptors there. 

The clay they used was a young childôs mind 

And they fashioned it with care. 

One was a teacher-the tools he used 

Were books, music and art. 

The other, a parent, worked with a guiding hand. 

And a gentle loving heart. 

Day after day, the teacher toiled with touch 

That was deft and sure. 

While the parent labored by his side 

And polished and smoothed it oôer. 

And when at last, their task was done 

They were proud of what they had wrought. 

For the things they had molded into the child 

Could neither be sold nor bought. 

And each agreed they would have failed 

If each had worked alone. 

For behind the parent, stood the school 

And behind the teacher the home. 

 

--Author Unknown 



Reflections Contest!  
 

Calling all Ayer Students!  Get creative and enter the Reflections Contest é 
 
Reflections  is a National PTA program that allows students to express themselves 
through the arts.  There are many categories in which you can enter.   
 

 

The theme for this year is:      
 

ñWOWò 
 

Start thinking of how you would like to express this theme! 
 
Contest Categoriesé 

Visual Arts     
Literature  
Film/Video Production  
Dance Choreography  
Music  
Photography  

 

 
Thanksgiving Food Drive  

 
Ayerôs annual THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE will be held near the be-
ginning of November.   Look for the dates in the next edition of the 
Apple Core.   Items that will be most in need are canned meats, 
pasta, peanut butter, jelly, canned vegetables, canned fruit, tooth-
paste and shampoo.  
 
Michelle Redden 474 -5790, bredden002@cinci.rr.com  

mailto:bredden002@cinci.rr.com


AYER FALL FAMILY FUN NIGHT  

 

 
COME AND ENJOY  THE FALL SEASON WITH US  

  

 

WHEN: FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24
TH

  at 6:30 

 

 

        TICKETS ARE $10 PER FAMILY  
              (includes hayride, pumpkin, games, craft, and dessert) 

 

 

Name of Family: 

 

Number of People Attending: 

 

Grade and Teacher of one of the children 

 

Additional Pumpkins ($3.00 each) 

 

Total enclosed: 

 

Please make checks payable to Ayer PTA and return in a marked enve-

lope labeled Fall Fun Night by Friday, October 17th 

 

 

If you have any questions please call Jackie King at 231-2801   



Ayer Wear 

 2008-2009 Order Form 
 

  We have new designs and items to choose from. Prices include sales tax.   

Please make your check payable to: Ayer P.T.A.  

Print then return this form  

with payment in an envelope marked "Ayer Wear". 

Please return all forms by October 17. 
 

Any questions, call  Ginger Lacy @231-1451 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Total Items Ordered: _______   Total Amount Enclosed: $_________ 

 

Childôs 

Name:______________________________________________  

 

Teacher: ______________________    Grade:__________ 

 

Parentôs Name:_______________________ 

Phone:________________ 

 

     

     Check One: Ρ Send this order home with my child. 

              

                        Ρ This order is a gift and I will pick it up.  
                                      

LOOK for order form for Ayer magnets/stickers and foam cup 

holders  coming soon.  

 

Ayer Wear Committee:    

Jenni Kirk, Ginger Lacy 

 



 


