
03.27.20 
 
Dear AHS Families, 
 
I don’t traditionally do this, but in addition to my message below, please take a few minutes to watch 
the following video I created for you: https://bit.ly/3bpVvrA  
 
This week our administrative team had an opportunity to connect remotely with a few dozen 
Anderson students. It was incredibly refreshing. For educators who know nothing other than 
working daily in close proximity to over 1,200 high school students, the past two weeks have 
provided a pretty bizarre experience. Main point - we miss our students. 
 
In addition to connecting with these students and just hearing how they are doing and what they’ve 
been up to, we were intentional in asking some questions that might provide us greater insight into 
the “student experience” over the past week with regards to remote learning. We were incredibly 
appreciative of their candid feedback. Here were a few take-aways that I feel would be good to 
share with you: 
 

 Students are happy to use hangouts and Google meets to connect with teachers and one 
another (but they acknowledged that face-to-face is MUCH better!) 

 They LOVE the flexibility of being able to work at their own pace on different 
assignments/classes. 

 Most are getting up around 8-9 in the morning and getting after their studies. 
 They’re easily distracted at home, but averaging between 2-5 hours of work per day. 
 They are very impressed with teacher responsiveness to emails/questions. 
 Schoology has been very helpful! 
 They’re struggling to get motivated without the formal grades. 

 
Please understand, these are a few comments from a sample of AHS students and obviously are not 
necessarily representative of the experiences of all of our students. That said, I thought you might 
appreciate hearing about how some of our students are responding to the current situation.  
 
I want to address the issue of formal grades briefly. I am well aware of the fact that many students 
are motivated primarily by grades (truthfully, I was one of these students when I was in high 
school...and college...and grad school!). That said, our district’s approach has been extremely 
calculated; we cannot assume that EVERYONE is ready for “business as usual” in this phase of 
remote learning. As a result, our expectations have been that students are consistently working 
through the assignments their teachers provide knowing that at some point in this quarter it is 
highly likely that we will begin taking formal grades down.  
 
To be clear, I have communicated the following school-wide expectations for all students: 

 EMAIL: Students should be checking their FHSD email accounts at least 2 times per day. 
 SCHOOLOGY: Students should login to each of their courses’ Schoology page at least 1 time 

each day. (NOTE: Do NOT leave yourself logged into Schoology; course updates will only 
happen if you log out and then login each day.) 

 TEACHER OFFICE HOURS: Students should take advantage of visiting teachers during their 
posted office hours as needed. 

 

https://bit.ly/3bpVvrA


AS ALWAYS...please do not hesitate to connect with me, your son/daughter’s teacher, or counselor 
if you have any questions! We will continue to do our best in communicating with you along the 
way! 
 
Have a GREAT weekend! 
 
Rob 
 
P.S. Please click HERE to read the update I shared with AHS students earlier this week on Monday! 
 
MOMENTS OF THE WEEK: 
 

 
GREAT to see students in Mrs. Schuster’s AP Language & Composition class getting after it!! 

 

https://bit.ly/2QJByUD


 
Lily Declerq spent some time conferencing with her Spanish teacher outside!! 

 



 
Our AHS Journalism crew working HARD to consider implications for this year’s 

Andersonian yearbook and getting ready to release this month’s CHIEFTAIN!  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15IPv3rzHU9Ie3YJ1any4I3oBHNFpkJZx/view


 
Our Admin team met with the AHS Ambassadors on Thursday and got some INCREDIBLE 

feedback on how things are going so far with Remote Learning!! 
 



 
Our UNBELIEVABLE peer helpers working alongside their friends and teachers!! 

 
UPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS:  
Note: This is not even CLOSE to an exhaustive list, but an attempt to provide parents with major, school-related 
upcoming events. For a complete schedule of upcoming extracurricular activities, please click HERE and select 
Anderson High School in the filter. Thanks! 
 

 3/14 - 4/13 - Full Academic and School-Sponsored Event Closure 

FROM THE DISTRICT: 
Important Food Service Update:  
Beginning next week, the only pick-up location for student lunches will be Anderson, outside of the 
athletic lobby. There will no longer be lunch pick-up available at Turpin. The district will continue 
to deliver lunches to families in need of assistance. To read more and place a food order, click here.  
  
One More Opportunity to Receive a Device: 
There will be one more opportunity to receive or swap out, a district-issued Chromebook. This will 
take place next Wednesday at AHS from 11:30 - 1:00. There is a limit of one device per family. If a 
student was issued a Chromebook that is having issues, they must bring that device with them. 
Parents that have requested a new device will be able to get a Chromebook at this time. Please 
submit a tech request to parenthelp@foresthills.edu to receive a device or to be issued a new 
device. 
  

https://www.foresthills.edu/calendar/
http://bit.ly/2wYh7wt


Stay Informed: 
The district has a dedicated webpage with our latest updates regarding school closures, resources, 
and more. We update this page daily as we receive new information. Please check this website 
frequently as we continue to navigate through the next few weeks.  
SENIORS:   

 Important Senior Dates: Recognizing that ALL of this is subject to change, please take a 
look at the IMPORTANT SENIOR DATES document to make sure you’re on top of everything 
coming for seniors. 

 Senior Cap and Gown: Please contact Graduate Services to place your Cap & Gown order 
ASAP!  The deadline was Dec 6th.  At this point, a $20 late fee will be applied to all 
orders.  They are at 7022 Main Street in Newtown or you can reach them 
at  www.graduateserdviceinc.com or 513-272-5890.  

 Graduation Announcements: Customers will have the option to pick up at Graduate 
Services beginning April 2nd, or call and pay to have shipped home. Customers can also wait 
until we hopefully reschedule the delivery. Graduate Services, Inc., is located at 7022 Main 
St, Cincinnati, OH 45244. or call 513-272-5890. 

 Local Scholarship Information: Local scholarship applications will be available for 
interested seniors beginning March 20. Due to generous donations from school, parent, and 
community organizations, a substantial list of scholarships will be available for seniors this 
year. Last year we awarded 57 scholarships for a total amount of $40,637.  
In order to be eligible, seniors must have a 3.3 weighted grade point average (GPA) or 
higher and complete an online application (link below). The deadline for applying for these 
scholarships is Tuesday, April 14th when the online application will close. Scholarship 
winners will be notified by mail.  Click on the following link to access the application:  
2020 Local Scholarship Application 

 Senior Academic Honors Awards: In past years, all students earning a cumulative GPA of 
3.5 or higher were invited to a senior awards recognition in the spring. When this was 
originated, a 3.5 GPA constituted approximately the top 20% of the class. Since that time 
and with the increasing number of Advance Placement and College Credit Plus courses, a 3.5 
GPA no longer places a student in the top 20% (it is closer to 50%). As a result and in 
keeping with its original intent, this year’s spring academic recognition night will honor 
only those seniors who have achieved Latin Honors of Summa Cum Laude (Top 5%), Magna 
Cum Laude (Top 10%) or Cum Laude (Top 20%). Invitations will be sent later this spring. 

 
IMPORTANT ATHLETIC INFORMATION: 
Our District has worked closely with both athletic departments from Anderson, Turpin, and Nagel 
to ensure full compliance with new, COVID-19 related state mandates as well as OHSAA guidelines. 
To understand more information regarding our district’s approach to athletics during this time, 
please click on THIS link. Questions? Contact Athletic Director Chris Newton 
(chrisnewton@foresthills.edu).  
  
2020 YEARBOOKS: 
It’s never too early to order a yearbook for this year! You can find more information about the 2020 
Andersonian Yearbook by clicking THIS link. 
  
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS FOR CLASSES OF 2023 & BEYOND: 
Please watch this brief video regarding updates from the Ohio Department of Education: 
Graduation Information- Classes of 2023 and Beyond 
Links referenced in the video can be found here: 
ODE Handout- Classes of 2023 and Beyond 

http://www.foresthills.edu/coronavirus
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fgz3zYOUtpIEbbzYt5iMo0tIydftMWesWMry-yDZjj8/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.graduateserdviceinc.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxy3gnOon07F6IdMmBC59ED4uJ7gqJ5E5s-tstO7wGQm3hNA/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:chrisnewton@foresthills.edu
https://andersonianyearbook.store.creatorstudiopro.com/
https://youtu.be/P5kjJpP-aXg
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements/Sections/Classes-of-2023-and-Beyond-Graduation-Requirements/GradReq2023.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


ODE Handout- Classes of 2021 and 2022 
ODE Information- Requirements for the Class of 2020 
  
STANDARDIZED TEST INFORMATION: (Questions? Contact Assistant Principal Kyle Fender) 
Please understand that our aim is to communicate quickly and effectively as soon as we receive 
information regarding any relevant changes to our upcoming season of testing. Please click the link 
of the first bullet point below if you have a student taking an AP test this year. 
 
ALL AP STUDENTS AND FAMILIES: 

 PLEASE READ THE INFORMATION FOR A MARCH 20 UPDATE FROM COLLEGE BOARD ABOUT 
THE 2020 AP TEST AP CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 

 AP exam fees have been added to your student’s school fees in order to allow for 
incremental payments throughout the school year. All AP exam fees must be paid by 
APRIL 3, 2020 

 All students taking an AP test and their parents should read the 2019-2020 Bulletin for AP 
Students and Parents 

NATIONAL ACT & SAT TESTS ARE BEING POSTPONED: 
 Contact ACT or CollegeBoard as needed for information about any test dates for which you 

have previously registered 
STATE END-OF-COURSE GRADUATION TESTS: Canceled per House Bill 197 
 

http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements/Earning-an-Ohio-High-School-Diploma-for-the-Cl-2/GradReq2021.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-Graduation-Requirements/Earning-an-Ohio-High-School-Diploma-for-the-Cl-1
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/news-changes/coronavirus-update
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap/2019-10/ap-student-parent-bulletin-2019-20.pdf
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/ap/2019-10/ap-student-parent-bulletin-2019-20.pdf

