
Forest Hills Families and Staff,  
 
As we get closer to the first day of school for students, the district continues to finalize 
details and protocols related to our safe and responsible Return to Learn plan. Today, I 
would like to update you and invite you to participate in two important surveys to help us 
continue to meet the needs of all students as we prepare for the school year.  
 
During Monday’s special meeting of the Forest Hills Board of Education, the Board of 
Education affirmed its commitment to returning to school in a traditional, in-person 
academic model. Unless you’re one of the nearly 900 Forest Hills families who enrolled 
in the Virtual Academy, your student(s) will return to the classroom five days a week. 
 
Please review each of the essential updates below regarding both the Traditional 
Academic model and the Virtual Academy.  
 
Staggered Start 
Forest Hills School District will implement a staggered start to the school year to help 
ensure a successful return to the classroom. This is only for students participating in the 
traditional academic model. The district’s student body will be divided into Group A (last 
names beginning with A-K) and Group B (last names beginning with L-Z). Blended 
families or families with two last names in their household will be Group A.  
 
Group A will report to class on August 27 and August 31.  
Group B will report to class on August 28 and September 1.  
All traditional students will report to class beginning Wednesday, September. 2.  
 
By returning to the classroom in smaller groups, staff will have the opportunity to 
adequately educate each group of students about the safety protocols in their 
respective grade levels and schools. Additionally, the staggered start will allow students 
to gradually transition into the new school year and acclimate to a new set of 
expectations. This important change will help ensure that all of our students and staff 
are as comfortable as possible and prepared to have a successful 2020-2021 academic 
year.  
 
Families will receive a separate communication with further details and instructions 
related to the staggered start.  
 
 
 



All-Day Kindergarten Change 
Forest Hills will not offer all-day kindergarten for the upcoming fall semester. We have 
been faced with many complex challenges and difficult decisions over the past few 
months, and this is one of those decisions. I recognize that this is not ideal and I know 
that this change could be burdensome for all-day kindergarten families.  
 
Safety guides our decision-making process, and this change was made to help to 
support the health and wellness of all of our students and staff by allowing for more staff 
and more space to create additional social distance inside our elementary schools.  
 
The district’s 14 all-day kindergarten teachers will be assigned to other grade levels to 
reduce the number of students per classroom in grades 1-6. Families enrolled in all-day 
kindergarten will receive an email today from their child’s principal with information 
regarding half-day kindergarten and the next steps.  
 
Virtual Academy Overview 
If you enrolled your child(ren) in the Virtual Academy, you will receive an email on 
Thursday that specifically addresses student time expectations and attendance, special 
education services, communication, among other important topics. Please keep an eye 
out for this email from our Teaching and Learning team.  
 
Virtual Academy Meal Service 
Virtual Academy families have the option to pick up student meals at their home school 
during a weekly meal service pick-up. Five days of frozen meals will be distributed each 
Tuesday. Building principals will communicate additional details regarding the timing 
and location of pick-ups.  

Parents will need to call the FHSD food service department at 513-231-3215 or email 
TiaStraus@ForestHills.edu each Wednesday to request a meal pick-up for the following 
week. 

The cost of meals is equivalent to the cost of purchasing meals at the school. Parents 
can apply for free/reduced meals using  this link.  
 
Technology Survey 
We respectfully request that families fill out this technology device request form to 
request a computer for your child from Forest Hills School District, under the condition 
you do not have a dedicated device capable of working for your child at home.  This 
survey will help us address the technology needs of our students enrolled in the Virtual 



Academy as well as make preparations should the district need to transition to a fully 
remote model during the semester.  
 
This survey must be completed by 5 p.m. on Monday, August 17.  
 
Transportation Survey 
As we finalize our plans and protocols regarding transportation, we also ask that 
families respond this survey by 5 p.m. on Monday, August 17. We ask that all families 
participate in the survey, even if your child will not ride the bus this year.  
 
Thank you for your continued patience as we navigate through these plans and prepare 
for the various scenarios the upcoming academic year may bring. Please know that our 
teachers, bus drivers, custodians, administrative assistants, and all of our staff 
members are going above and beyond to ensure a safe and responsible return for all of 
our students.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Scot  
 
 
 
 


