
Forest Hills Finances: 
What you need to know

Forest Hills delivers a high performance at a lower cost. 
Forest Hills spends $9,939 in operating expenditures per student, and
according to the Ohio Department of Education Performance Index,
Forest Hills students are in the top 9% statewide. ODE reports that
several neighboring school districts spend between $10,000 - $15,000,
per student. 

73 cents from every dollar is spent on students at Forest Hills. 
Forest Hills spends 5.5% more on classroom instruction than the average
school district in Ohio, according to the Ohio Department of Education. 

It has been seven years since the district last requested an

operating levy.
During that time, expenses outside of the district's control (utilities and
supplies) have continued to increase. Ohio's school funding model does
not account for inflation. 

Operating levies are a normal part of school funding in Ohio. 
Since 2012, nine neighboring school districts have passed at least one new
operating levy, including Sycamore Community Schools and Mariemont City
Schools.

Forest Hills receives 11% less state funding than other Ohio schools. 
FHSD receives 32% of the district's general funding from the State of Ohio. According
to a 2019 report by the Fordham Institute, Ohio districts receive an average of 43%.
Forest Hills residents provide 63% of the district's funding and the remaining 5% is
federal and local sources. 

The Forest Hills School District stretched a three-year levy to last seven
years. The district continues to make strategic decisions to increase cost
efficiencies and cut $1.5 million in costs before the end of the school year. 

Forest Hills is fiscally responsible. 

Forest Hills School District is requesting a 4.7 mill levy.
Operating levies fund day-to-day operations such as teachers, utilities
and supplies. 

Want to know more? Visit ForestHills.edu for more information.

http://www.foresthills.edu/


Residents in the Forest Hills  district pay a lower-than-

average property tax rate. 

Your home's property value is connected to the

district's performance. 
The National Bureau of Economic Research states that home values increase
by $20 for each dollar spent on public schools in the community. A 2016 study
by Realtor.com found that home values inside top-rated school districts were
49% higher than the median home price. 

With the passage of an additional 4.7 mills, Forest Hills will maintain a
millage rate (43.41) less than the average rate of all 22 Hamilton County
districts (45.43). 

If additional funds are not secured in 2019,  reductions will

negatively impact students. 

Without continued investment in Forest Hills School District, the district can't
maintain the current level of academic, social, and emotional supports for
students. Reductions may include staffing, instructional support, student
services, and technology. Less funding will result in fewer extracurricular
activities and increased class sizes. 

Want to know more? Visit ForestHills.edu for more information.

The cost will vary based on the assessed value of your home. 
A mill is the amount of tax payable per dollar of the assessed value of a property
 and is defined as one-tenth of a cent.  For example, the 4.7 mill operating levy
equates to $164.50 annually per $100,000 of home market value; 45 cents per
day.

Residents approved a bond issue in 2014.
A bond issue provides a school district with local revenue for construction.
The 2014 bond issue provided renovations for eight schools and replaced
Wilson Elementary. The renovations provide 21st century updates to
enhance student learning, provide better security and handicap accessibility,
and to make all buildings more energy efficient. 
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