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District focused on final six
construction projects
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On March 27, Forest Hills School District broke
ground on the final school project that is part of
the 2014 bond issue: Anderson High School.

From the desk of the
Superintendent
Our graduates are going places!

Funds from the bond issue have allowed the district to address facilities concerns at every school
in the district by extensively renovating eight
neighborhood schools and building a new school
to replace Wilson Elementary. Upon completion of
the projects, each Forest Hills school will be better
equipped to meet the personal and collective
needs of students through:
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• improved learning environments for all students,
• more secure entrances and security features at
every school,
• increased handicap-accessibility,
• climate-control features, including air conditioning systems at four schools that do not currently
have AC,
• flexible learning spaces for innovative learning
at every school,

A new classroom at Sherwood Elementary
contains flexible furniture that provides seating
options for students and clustering for small
learning groups.

(continues on page 8)
Below: Anderson students break ground on renovations which are anticipated to be complete in the summer
of 2019. (l-r) Jennifer Dowling, Jadyn Riggs, Grace Wergers, Denisse Morales-Rodriguez, Ellie Wong,
Ivan Delgado, Harrison Stith, and Brian Stone.
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From the desk of the
Superintendent
It is an exciting time as we approach the end of
the 2016-17 school year. With the implementation of changes to facilities, programming,
services and approaches to learning, the district
is transforming in front of our eyes.
Our community has begun to see work supported by the 2014 bond become reality. Architectural plans that at one time could only be
viewed on paper have developed into physical
structures that can be seen by excited students, staff, parents
and residents. Ayer Elementary, Sherwood Elementary and Nagel
Middle School are complete. What was once flat ground has risen
to become a new Wilson Elementary. Work on additions at Turpin
High School, Anderson High School, Summit Elementary, Maddux
Elementary and Mercer Elementary continue as planned.
For the first time in district history, Forest Hills will offer both half-day
and all-day kindergarten options at every elementary school. The
2014 bond issue allowed for additional classroom space to accommodate the gradual implementation of all-day kindergarten in Forest
Hills. Thanks to outstanding planning and support districtwide, we
are able to fully implement all-day kindergarten next year.
Due to the many summer-related construction projects about to
begin, I have recommended to the Board of Education that we begin
the 2017-18 school year on Sept. 5, 2017. By moving the first day
of school back two days, we will provide additional time to prepare
classrooms for students after construction and better ensure a
smooth start to the school year. It is important for our students and
staff to start the school year in a calm, yet exciting, manner that sets
the tone for a successful school year. This proposed change will not
impact already-scheduled holidays or breaks during the school year,
nor the last day of school. The Board will make their decision regarding my recommendation during its May 22 meeting.
In addition, nearly a year ago, we started a visioning process with
stakeholder groups that allowed us as a community to assess all
aspects of the district’s performance and to make recommendations
for districtwide continuous improvement. As such, the Board of
Education approved the district’s new, five-year strategic plan. We
now have a long-term plan inclusive of strategies, benchmarks and
accountability measures that allow us to achieve identified goals that
better serve and support our students.

Our graduates are
going places!
Students from the Anderson High School and
Turpin High School classes of 2017 have been
accepted to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bowling Green State University
Case Western Reserve University
Clemson University
Columbia University
Duke University
Miami University
Ohio State University
Purdue University
Rice University
Syracuse University
United States
Air Force Academy
University of Cincinnati
University of Dayton
University of Notre Dame
Xavier University
Yale University
And many more!

Graduation ceremonies will be held on May 28 at
BB&T Arena at Northern Kentucky University:
• Turpin High School Graduation:
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
• Anderson High School Graduation:
3 p.m.-4:30 p.m.

Finally, as the school year comes to an end, our senior classes look
forward to graduation. These graduates should be proud of their
hard work and accomplishments. I wish them all the best in their
future endeavors.
Respectfully,

Scot T. Prebles
Superintendent
scotprebles@foresthills.edu
513-231-3600
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We are Forest Hills School District!
Life-changing teacher

Reducing diesel
emissions, saving money
Forest Hills applied for and received a
$491,920 Diesel Emission Reduction Grant
from the Ohio Department of Transportation and the Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency to replace 11 diesel-powered buses
with 11 new, propane-powered buses.

Top STEM schools
The Ohio Academy of Science honored
Anderson High School, Turpin High
School and 18 Anderson and Turpin science teachers with the Governor’s Thomas
Edison Awards for Excellence in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)
education. The award recognizes schools
and teachers who stimulate student scientific research and technological design
that extend beyond traditional classroom
activities. AHS and THS are two of only
three schools in Cincinnati and 45 in Ohio
to earn the award.

Top percent
of nation’s students
The National Merit Scholarship Corporation named
four Forest Hills School District high school seniors
as finalists in the annual National Merit Scholarship
Program, an honor less than one percent of the
country’s high school students achieve. The students are Emmory Stump
and Denisse Morales-Rodriguez of Anderson High
School and Dana Middendorf and Andrew Imm of
Turpin High School.

Student of the Year
Kristin Amrine, Anderson High School
senior, was named the Anderson Area
Chamber of Commerce Student of the
Year for her local and international
community service, high academic
performance and leadership in
student activities.

The National Life Group Foundation named
J.T. Shelton (second from the left), Nagel Middle School graphic arts teacher, a LifeChanger of the Year for making a difference in the
lives of students by exemplifying excellence,
positivity and leadership.

Best ROI for homeowners, best high schools
RE/Max of Southern Ohio ranked FHSD as the top district for property
values and return on investment in Cincinnati. The ranking was awarded
based on home sale prices and FHSD having two high schools that were
named the best high schools of 2016 by U.S. News & World Report.

Sound finances
Forest Hills earned the 2015-16 Auditor of State Award due to
a clean audit regarding financial record keeping and sound
accounting practices.

Best communications in state
The Ohio School Public Relations Association honored Forest Hills communications with nine Achievement Awards during their annual spring conference. Among those awards, Forest Hills received four “Best in State” accolades for the district’s Twitter channel, Facebook page, culture video and
kindergarten communication plan. Additional recognitions were awarded
for the district website, branding campaign and print publications.
(continues on page 4)

In addition to the finalists,
13 Forest Hills students
were named commended
students in the Merit Scholarship Program (top five
percent of students nation) and three were invited
to participate in the National Hispanic Recognition
Program for earning required PSAT/NMSQT Selection Index scores and earning a cumulative GPA of
3.5 or higher.
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We are Forest Hills School District!
(continued from page 3)

Top athletes, coaches
Several FHSD athletes earned 2016-17 championship honors including Nagel’s seventh-grade silver volleyball team, seventh-grade
blue football team, boys golf team, gymnastic team, wrestling team,
boys eighth-grade basketball team; and Turpin’s girls cross country
team, volleyball team, football team, wrestling team.

Best of the best teachers

In addition, Adam Jones, AHS boys soccer; Darin Hausberger, AHS
girls golf, Greg Long, AHS Academic Quiz Team; Rob Stoll, THS
football; Gail Maundrell, THS girls tennis; Melissa Siemers, THS girls
cross country; Kathy Carboy, THS volleyball; and JK Buck, THS girls
golf earned “Coach of the Year” honors.

Presidential staff, Board
Mike Broadwater, assistant superintendent, is president-elect of
the Ohio Association of Secondary School Administrators and will
serve as president in 2018. Kent McCullough, new Turpin High
School varsity football coach, serves as president of the Southwest
Ohio Football Coaches Association. Randy Smith, FHSD Board of
Education member, is currently serving as the Ohio School Boards
Association’s president-elect and will become president in 2018.
Erika Daggett, communications coordinator, is past president of
the Ohio School Public Relations Association after serving three
years as president.

School is out...but learning is still in!
Forest Hills Summer School is now enrolling!
All Summer School courses are held at Nagel Middle School,
1500 Nagel Road (except physical education which is held at
Anderson High School). Enroll at foresthills.edu/summerschool.

Scot T. Prebles, superintendent, congratulates Andrea Gately, Wilson teacher,
on receiving the Celebrate Excellence award.

Andrea Gately, Wilson Elementary science teacher, received
the 2017 Hamilton County Education Foundation Celebrate
Excellence Award, and Dan Armstrong, Anderson High School
social studies teacher, was named the Anderson Area Chamber
of Commerce Educator of the Year. Both were honored for their
high commitment toward student achievement, making a positive difference, continually improving personally and professionally, and leadership skills that are motivational and creative.

K-6 SUMMER SCHOOL

DATES: June 7-July 14
COST: $160 per course
COURSES: kindergarten skills, reading/writing, math

7-8 SUMMER SCHOOL

DATES: June 7-July 14
COST: $180 per course for residents, $230 per course for
non-residents
COURSES: language arts, math

9-12 SUMMER SCHOOL

SESSION ONE: June 7-23
SESSION TWO: June 26-July 14
COST: $180 for residents, $230 per course for non-residents
COURSES: history, English, math, science, health, physical
education, ACT/SAT prep

QUESTIONS? Contact Michelle Dewhirst, elementary summer school coordinator, at michelledewhirst@foresthills.edu,
or Dan Kraft, secondary summer school coordinator, at
danielkraft@foresthills.edu.
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Scot T. Prebles, superintendent, congratulates Dan Armstrong, Anderson
teacher, on being named Educator of the Year.
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Supportive schools

Anderson High School marching band.

Best community for music
education

Wilson Elementary earned the Ohio PBIS (Positive Behavior Interventions
and Supports) Gold Distinction for successfully implementing school-wide
PBIS and demonstrating that their implementation has had positive effects
on discipline data. Sherwood Elementary earned the Ohio PBIS Bronze
Distinction, the highest award achievable by a school implementing PBIS for
the first year.

The National Association of Music Merchants has
named Forest Hills School District as one of the Best
Communities for Music Education in the country.
Only 29 of Ohio’s 615 districts, and 527 districts
across the nation, earned this award for displaying
an exceptionally high commitment to providing
students with a comprehensive music education.
High school marching bands are a sampling of the
more than 45 music offerings in Forest Hills.

Top new teachers
Jennifer Baarandse Courts, Mercer teacher; Katie Holocher, Turpin teacher; Pat
Novak, Summit intervention specialist; and Amy Jo Jones, Maddux teacher
rank in the top 100 for their outstanding performance on the Resident Educator Summative Assessment, part of the Ohio induction system of support and
mentoring for new teachers.
Turpin High School marching band.

ing residents
with special needs
Forest Hills provides evaluation, education and services for qualifying
residents who are ages 3 through 21 with special needs such as:

• hearing and vision impairments
• autism
• severe behavior concerns
• developmental delay
• speech and language impairments
• multiple handicaps
• learning disabilities
• health impairments
• and more

Students chosen for
prestigious orchestras
Eight Anderson High School students and seven
Turpin High School students were recently selected
from hundreds of
students across
the state to play
in prestigious
orchestras: the
Southwest Regional Orchestra,
the Cincinnati
Anderson students chosen for CSYO.
Symphony Youth
Orchestra, the Northern Kentucky Youth Sinfonia
and the Northern Kentucky University Youth Symphony Orchestra. All students not pictured.

CONTACT:

Forest Hills Student Services Department
231-3600, ext. 2949 for more information for residents age 3-21
Hamilton County Help Me Grow
281-4769 for more information for residents up to age 3
Turpin High School students chosen for prestigious area orchestras.

ENGAGE • EMPOWER • EXCEL

Vol. 2 | Issue 2 | 2017 | Page 5 |

Forest Hills adopts
five-year strategic plan
Founded in 1890, Forest Hills is a school
district where all members of the
community come together to support highquality education. To maintain this tradition
of excellence, the district has adopted an
updated strategic plan that was developed
with input from stakeholders. This fiveyear plan sets a vision for Forest Hills and
helps ensure continued engaging and
empowering opportunities for students so
they excel now and in the future.

Vision

Striving to ensure
success for all
students.

Forest Hills
School District

ENGAGE • EMPOWER • EXCEL

Mission
The mission of Forest Hills School
District is to provide educational
opportunities that enable students to
acquire the knowledge, skills and
personal qualities necessary for
responsible citizenship and
lifelong learning.

WE BELIEVE LEARNING . . .
• Occurs in different ways, depending on abilities, readiness, and interests.
• Takes place through research, questioning, exploring, experimenting, and problem-solving.
• Requires inclusion of reading, writing, numeracy, and digital literacies in all content areas.
• Occurs by acquiring skills and knowledge, and application of what is learned to other contexts.
• Requires active and social collaboration and interaction.
• Takes place when learners are secure, valued, and able to take risks.
• Is engaging, meaningful, purposeful, and challenging.
• Includes reflection and requires learners to be responsible for their learning.
Page 6 | Vol. 2 | Issue 2 | 2017
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PRIORITIES

Prepare students for post-graduation success through
rigorous, learner-empowered approaches; core content and
real-world application.
The district will:
• provide developmentally-responsive, personalized learning, and career pathway opportunities to enhance content knowledge and competencies of character, citizenship, collaboration, communication, critical thinking, and
creativity.
• provide a balanced system to measure student performance and mastery of standards and skills.
• provide multi-tiered systems of support to enhance academic, behavioral, and social/emotional growth.

Provide improved learning for students through a framework of
job-embedded learning and collaboration for educators.
The district will:
• provide systems designed to recruit, develop, and retain highly qualified professionals.
• provide multiple approaches to develop effective teaching and learning strategies, a culture of collaboration,
and leadership.
• provide a staff evaluation model to support personal and professional growth requiring accountability for student growth and performance.

Provide a safe, secure, and inclusive culture by
fostering personal responsibility and the wellbeing of students and staff.
The district will:
• provide personalized opportunities for students to grow academically, socially, emotionally, and physically.
• provide high quality co-curricular and extracurricular opportunities for students
to excel in the classroom and beyond.
Nagel Middle School security vestibule.

• provide opportunities for all stakeholders to actively engage in a positive school
environment.

Demonstrate responsible stewardship of taxpayer investments
through efficient, equitable, and transparent resource allocation.
The district will:
• provide evidence of efficient use of resources to enhance academic, co-curricular, and
extracurricular performance and growth.
• provide evidence of participation in stakeholder-related, decision-making processes.
• provide data-informed strategies to plan, implement, manage, and evaluate
district programs, policies, and procedures.

Deliver multi-source communications
through informative, proactive, and
real-time channels.
The district will:
• provide multiple forms of district and community-wide communications.
• provide accessible, relevant information on a consistent basis.
• provide student, staff, parent, and community opportunities for
input and feedback.
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATES

Final six construction
projects
(continued from page 1)

The Nagel Middle School security vestibule and a double-set of doors require visitors
to be buzzed-in and prevents direct access to students and the school.

Construction continues on the new addition at Maddux Elementary which will
include a security vestibule, learning commons and new offices.

• state-of-the-art technology and furniture in renovated or new
classrooms and learning commons,
• relief of traffic congestion at many schools,
• additional classroom space to accommodate the implementation of all-day kindergarten in 2017-18.
Since 2014, the district has experienced an approximate 20 percent
increase in construction costs. These increases have negatively
impacted the district’s ability to achieve estimated bid pricing for
its four latest projects: Maddux Elementary, Turpin High School, Anderson High School and the district’s transportation center. Because
of this, FHSD will most likely spend nearly $6.5 million more than
originally budgeted, $4.1 million of which will be funded through
permanent improvement sources or bond interest earnings and
more than $2 million through General Fund resources.
“Rising construction costs, an extremely competitive market and
unforeseen change orders require extra costs. However, we remain
committed to complete all education-related projects as originally designed,” stated Scot T. Prebles, superintendent. ““We are so
thankful for the gift our community has given Forest Hills students
and the support extended to us by parents and residents. We are
extremely proud of the way our students and staff have responded
to the construction process. Forest Hills is a great place to be!”

The new health clinic at Summit Elementary.
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The new addition at Turpin High School should be complete in the winter of 2017
and will house music classrooms, a new entrance and offices.

The new Wilson Elementary continues to take shape with plans to open in the
summer of 2017. The curved roof lines are reminiscent of the barrel roof at the
existing Wilson.
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Construction Project Report
Highlights of FHSD construction projects are listed below with anticipated completion dates for benchmarking purposes. For more
information, visit foresthills.edu or search #FacilityFriday on social media.
Groundbreaking
50%
brick and
mortar
complete
100%
brick and
mortar
complete

AC/HVAC

Security
vestibules
Kindergarten rooms

Technology
upgrades

Learning
Commons
Playground

Anderson
March 27,
2017

Ayer
October 8,
2015

Maddux
January 12,
2017

Mercer
May 31,
2016

Fall
2018

Complete

Winter
2017

Complete

Complete

Complete

Spring
2017

Summer
2018

Complete

Summer
2019

Complete

✓

Spring
2018

Summer
2017

Complete

✓

Complete

✓

Summer
2017

Winter
2018-19

Summer
2017

✓

Activated
as each
section is
completed
after
summer
2017

✓

✓
✓

Activated
as each
section is
completed

Complete

Summer
2017

Complete

n/a

Complete

✓
✓

Summer
2018 and
then upgraded as
sections are
complete

Complete

Summer
2019

Complete

n/a

Summer
2017

✓
✓

✓

Summer
2017
Summer
2017
50% complete by fall
2017 and
then upgraded as
sections are
completed
Summer
2017
Summer
2017

✓
✓

✓

Complete

Summer
2017
Spring
2017

Summer
2017

Summer
2017
Summer
2017

A new Ayer Elementary classroom supports collaboration and creativity with
flexible furniture and technology.

Nagel
Sherwood
October 28, October 7,
2015
2015

✓
✓

✓
✓

✓

Summit
February
19, 2016

✓

Turpin
Wilson
August 10,
May 3, 2016
2016

✓

Summer
2017 for
25% comcurrent
plete, 100% building,
by summer activated
2017
in addtion
once completed

Complete

✓

Complete

Complete

✓

Complete

Complete

Fall 2017

n/a

Complete

Complete

n/a

✓

Summer
2017

Summer
2018 and
then upgraded as
sections are
complete

✓

Summer
2017
Summer
2017

✓
✓

Complete

✓

Complete

Complete

✓

Complete

n/a

Summer
2017

✓
✓

Winter
2018-19
n/a

✓
✓

Summer
2017

Summer
2017
Summer
2017

Summer
2017

Summer
2017
Summer
2017

Work continues on the new music room at Mercer Elementary.
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All-day kindergarten implemented in 2017-18
The 2014 bond issue allowed for additional classroom space to accommodate the implementation of all-day kindergarten in Forest
Hills. During the 2017-18 school year, Forest Hills will offer both half-day and all-day kindergarten options at every elementary school
for the first time in district history. For more information on the program, visit www.foresthills.edu/kindergarten.html.

Ayer Elementary’s former annex has been renovated
into kindergarten classrooms.

Kindergarten room renovations at Maddux Elementary
are expected to be completed in the summer of 2017.

The old locker rooms in Mercer Elementary are being
transformed into beautiful kindergarten classrooms.

Sherwood Elementary’s former annex has been renovated to be used for kindergarten classrooms.

Summit’s recently-opened, new addition is home to
new kindergarten classrooms.

This space in the new Wilson Elementary will be a new
kindergarten classroom in 2017-18.

Important Dates
May 13

Forest Hills 5K
8:30 a.m., Nagel Middle School, 1500 Nagel Road

May 22

Board of Education Meeting
7 p.m., Anderson Center, 7850 Five Mile Road

May 28

Turpin High School Graduation
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m., BB&T Arena at NKU, 500 Louie B. Nunn Drive

May 28

Anderson High School Graduation
3 p.m.-4:30 p.m., BB&T Arena at NKU, 500 Louie B. Nunn Drive

May 29

No School/District Closed (Memorial Day)

May 31

Last Day of School for Grades PK-8

June 1

Last Day of School for Grades 9-12

June 26

Board of Education Meeting
7 p.m., Central Office, 7946 Beechmont Ave.

July 10

Board of Education Meeting
7 p.m., Central Office, 7946 Beechmont Ave.

For a full district calendar, visit foresthills.edu.
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Forest Hills
Central Office
has moved!
Our new address:
7946 Beechmont Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45255
Offices of:
• Superintendent
• Treasurer
• Curriculum
• Student Services
• Human Resources
• Communication

513-231-3600

Forest Hills 5K, community festival benefit local students
The Forest Hills Foundation for Education,
a non-profit organization that strives to
enrich the educational experience of Forest
Hills students, will host their eighth annual
5K on May 13 with 100 percent of the
proceeds benefitting FHSD educational
programming and materials.
More than 2,000 people will begin the
5K run/walk at 8:30 a.m. at Nagel Middle School, 1500 Nagel Road. The route
proceeds north on Nagel Road, back south
on Nagel Road to State Road, west on
State Road to Wolfangel and then turns
back east on State Road to return to Nagel
Middle School.
Registration for the 5K is $23 for adults, $18
for alumni and children under 18 years of age
or $75 for a family of four through May 10.
All registrations before May 10 include a race
shirt. After May 10, registration rates increase
by $5 and may not include a race shirt.
Interested individuals can register online at
www.foresthills5k.com/registration.php or
register the day of the 5K at 7 a.m. at Nagel.
First-, second- and third-place prizes
will be awarded for each age group of

runners, 5K category and overall male and
female walkers.
A free Kids Fun Run for children age six and
under will also begin at 9:45 a.m. on the
Nagel football field. All participants will
receive ribbons.

“From Anderson
Township working
with us, to all of
our sponsors and
donors getting involved, the support
for this community
event has been
overwhelming,
encouraging and exciting,” said Jenny
Nayak, Forest Hills parent who volunteers
to coordinate the event with another
parent volunteer, Beth Davis. “We want
to give back by hosting an event the
entire community can enjoy and we hope
everyone will come out for a day of family
fun and fitness!”

Following the 5K, participants are invited
to a free festival from 9:30 a.m. until 11:30
a.m. at the Nagel Middle School track and
field. The festival will include more than
50 area businesses and organizations
providing games, activities, food samples
and music. In addition, local school and
business mascots will compete in challenges to earn Mascot Champion status.

TIP

LINE

844-SAFEROH

Through partnerships with the Ohio Department of Education and
the Ohio Department of Public Safety, every school in Forest Hills
School District has been registered for SaferOH, a tip line that
helps proactively ensure the safety and well-being of students.

?

By calling 1-844-SAFEROH, students and adults can share
information regarding threats to school or student safety
(such as bullying, suicides or violence) with
district and law enforcement officials.
Callers may remain anonymous
or share their contact information for possible follow-up.
The line will accept both
calls and texts 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.
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QUESTIONS
Direct questions to John Eckert,
coordinator of climate/culture,
at 231-3600 or
johneckert@foresthills.edu.
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Register for kindergarten!
FHSD now offers both all-day and
half-day kindergarten programs!

Forest Hills Board of Education members (from left):
Forest Heis, M.D.; Randy Smith; Jim Frooman; Julie
Bissinger; Tony Hemmelgarn.

REGISTRATION PROCESS:

The public is invited to attend FHSD Board
of Education meetings and there is a public
commentary portion during each meeting.
Upcoming Board meetings will be held at
7 p.m. on May 22, June 26, July 10 (7 a.m.)
and August 7. Board meeting locations,
minutes and agendas can be found at
foresthills.edu.

Step 2: Make an appointment to complete registration
by providing required documentation and a non-refundable $75 deposit for all-day kindergarten (if applicable)

Like. Follow. Share.
Website: www.foresthills.edu
Twitter: @FHSchools
Facebook:
facebook.com/ForestHillsSchoolDistrict
Add to distribution list:
Join the FHSD email news distribution list by
emailing erikadaggett@foresthills.edu
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Step 1: Register online at foresthills.edu/registration

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION:
•
•
•
•

Parent/guardian driver’s license
Child’s current immunization records
Child’s official birth certificate
Proof of residency
(mortgage, deed, rental/lease agreement)

Please direct kindergarten questions to the Department
of Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment at 231-3600.
Questions regarding attendance areas should be directed to the Transportation Department at 231-3335.
For more information on the program, visit
www.foresthills.edu/kindergarten.html
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