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WEIGHTED GRADES/CLASS RANK PROPOSAL 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

December 1, 2017 

 

What is the current Board policy regarding class rank? 

Board policy 5430 “Class Rank” reads: 

The Board of Education acknowledges the usefulness of a system of computing grade point averages and class 

ranking for high school students, both to inform students of their relative academic placement among their 

peers and to provide students, prospective employers, and institutions of higher learning with a predictive 

device so that each student is more likely to be placed in an environment conducive to success. 

  

The Board authorizes a system of class ranking, by grade point average, for students in grade(s) 9 – 12. 

  

The grades of students transferring to the high school from a chartered school will be recognized; however, 

such students shall have no established class rank for purposes of graduation honors, such as Valedictorian, 

etc., until such time as they have completed three (3) semesters. 

  

Students entering the high school from non-chartered or home-based schooling shall have no established grade 

point average (GPA) or class rank for purposes of graduation honors, such as Valedictorian, etc., until such 

time as they have completed three (3) semesters. 

  

The Superintendent shall develop procedures for the computation of grade point averages and the assignment 

of class rank to implement this policy which shall include: 

A. a provision for students completing graduation requirements before their class; 

  

B. a system for fairly averaging makeup courses; 

  

C. a statement of the methods for such computation and assignment to be made available for those to whom 

a student's grade point average or rank in class is released; 

  

D. recognition of the heavier burden of certain work, classes, courses, etc. 

 

What are the proposed changes to the Board policy regarding class rank? 

1. Beginning with the 2017-18 school year (graduating classes of 2018 and 2019), continue to designate a 

valedictorian and salutatorian while also implementing a cum laude system to honor students at 

graduation ceremonies. 

 

2. Beginning with the 2018-19 school year, transition from a 4.0 grading scale with “add-on” weights to a 

5.0 weighted system to better equalize the weight of Advanced Placement classes and the state-

mandated weight of College Credit Plus classes (“add-on” weights previously earned by FHSD students 

will continue to be factored into GPAs). 

 

3. Beginning with the graduating class of 2020 and beyond, honor students with a cum laude system at 

graduation ceremonies, discontinue class rank reporting on student transcripts, and eliminate 

valedictorian and salutatorian designations, as college admission and scholarships are based more 

heavily on other factors, such as individual grades and the rigor of the curriculum. 
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What was the process for making the recommended changes? 

In June 2017, a district committee representing parents, counselors, teachers, and administrators began 

examining Forest Hills’ weighted course system, class rank, and graduation recognitions to ensure all systems 

support student learning, postsecondary goals, and student wellness. Through their extensive research of other 

school district practices; college, university, and military academy acceptance procedures; and student 

feedback, the group made the following recommendations to the Policy Committee during a morning meeting 

on Nov. 27, 2017.  The Policy Committee approved the recommendations and took them to the Board of 

Education for consideration during their regular Board meeting on Nov. 27.  The Board will consider the policy 

updates and determine how to move forward during its regular meeting on Dec. 18 at 7 p.m. at Nagel Middle 

School.  Community input will be considered until Dec. 17. 

 

Why are these changes being recommended? 

In June, a district committee representing parents, counselors, teachers, and administrators began examining 

Forest Hills’ weighted course system, class rank, and graduation recognitions to ensure all systems support 

student learning, postsecondary goals, and student wellness. The committee recommended changes to Board 

policy 5430 “Class Rank” to empower students to take challenging classes that they find most interesting, as 

well as better support the future goals and well-being of individual students. 

 

What if my college application wants me to report class rank? 

The current proposal for the class rank policy, includes a provision that will permit class rank to be included on 

student transcripts upon the request of the Institute of Higher Education.  It is important to note that less than 

half of the high schools in the United States put class rank on student transcripts.  Therefore, many students do 

not report their class rank on college and university applications and do not experience adverse effects.  In 

addition, many private high schools and other high-achieving high schools in the Cincinnati have not reported 

class rank for many years, such as Sycamore High School who has not reported class rank for 12 years. 

 

Please note, if the proposed changes are approved, un-weighted GPAs will continue to be included on student 

transcripts. An explanation at the bottom of student transcripts will explain and indicate any approved changes 

in FHSD’s weight systems.  

 

What is an Institute of Higher Education? 

Institute of Higher Education, or IHE, are colleges, universities, and military academies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.boarddocs.com/oh/fhlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=ADTTDA73E863
http://www.boarddocs.com/oh/fhlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=ADTTDA73E863
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How are Un-Weighted GPAs (grade point averages) calculated? 

 

 
*The above point scale (chart on left) is from the 2017-18 school year.  If accepted, the proposal will change 

the point scale to a 5.0 weighted system in 2018-19. Also, not captured in this graphic are the current “add-on” 

weights for students who earned a grade of C- or higher in an Advanced Placement, College Credit Plus, or 

honors level course. 

 

What is the proposed 5.0 weighted system? How will the 5.0 weighted system work? 

If the proposed changes are approved, GPAs will continue to be calculated in the same manner (as indicated 

above), but “add-on” weights will be eliminated and the point value assigned to gradebook marks will change as 

indicated below. 

Gradebook Mark College Prep AP/CCP weight 
mark (+1.0) 

Honors weight mark 
(+0.5) 

A+ or A   4.0 5.0 4.5 

A-  3.7 4.7 4.2 

B+  3.3 4.3 3.8 

B  3.0 4.0 3.5 

B-  2.7 3.7 3.2 

C+  2.3 3.3 2.8 

C  2.0 3.0 2.5 

C-  1.7 2.7 2.2 

D+ 1.3 1.3 1.3 

D  1.0 1.0 1.0 
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What are “add-on” weights? 

Currently, students who earn a grade of C- or higher in Advanced Placement or College Credit Plus courses 

receive an additional .025 points per semester credits earned.  Currently, students who earn a grade of C- or 

higher in an honors level course receive an additional .0125 points per semester credits earned.  To learn more 

about which FHSD courses currently carry these weights, please see the 2017-18 Course Guide.  In the 

proposed changes, “add-on” weights would be eliminated to better equalize the weight of Advanced Placement 

classes and the state-mandated weight of College Credit Plus classes. 

 

Will my GPA drop if Forest Hills moves to a 5.0 point weighted system? 

Impacts on GPA will vary based on the courses a student chooses to take and the grades a student earns in those 

courses. Students are encouraged to consult with administrators and counselors when making decisions about 

how courses of interest may impact their GPA. Many student GPAs will likely increase with a 5.0 weighted 

system. 

 

What will happen to the “add-on” weights a student previously earned if FHSD changes to a 5.0 weighted 

system? 

Previously earned “add-on” weights will continue to be factored into GPAs.  Beginning in 2018-19 school year 

and beyond, courses taken by students will be weighted in the 5.0 weighted system, if the proposal is approved.  

In the example below, the proposed five point system increased the student grade point average by .04 points 

compared to the current four point scale with “add-on” weights currently utilized by FHSD. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.foresthills.edu/content/documents/Forest-Hills-Course-Guide-2017-2018-2.pdf
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What if the class of 2017 had changed to the proposed system prior to their senior year? 

Below is an example of how the proposed changes would have affected class rank and GPA if the policy had 

been implemented for all four years of high school. Example from the Turpin High School class of 2017. 

 

Class 

Rank 

Actual weighted GPA at 

graduation  

(on current 4.0 scale with 

“add -on” weights) 

*IF* weighting had changed prior to 

senior year 

(if on proposed 5.0 system for all four 

years of high school) 

1 4.70 4.69 

10 4.59 4.59 

50 4.24 4.28 

100 3.90 3.99 

200 3.21 3.29 

 

Will the proposed changes cause student GPAs to look less impressive to colleges? 

A 5.0 system is a more commonly used method of assigning points to grades versus the “add-on” system 

currently utilized by FHSD. Institutes of Higher Education know how to interpret the 5.0 system.  Many IHEs 

will look at the un-weighted GPA on transcripts because there are many weighted GPA systems in high schools 

across the country.  

 

Please note, if the proposed changes are approved, un-weighted GPAs will continue to be included on student 

transcripts. An explanation at the bottom of student transcripts will indicate and explain any approved changes 

in FHSD’s GPA and weight systems.  

 

Will a 5.0 system hurt student confidence and cause more stress because students may not achieve a 5.0 

grade point average?  

Utilizing a 5.0 scale does not diminish the rigor and success of achieving a 4.0. Earning a 4.0 means that a 

student earned all A grades in a rigorous, college preparatory high school. Anything above a 4.0 indicates a 

student achieved well beyond college preparatory expectations.  It is the responsibility of FHSD to educate 

students about the proposed changes and support students in their development as learners.  FHSD strives to 

support student wellness by building confidence and supporting personal interests.   

 

How do these changes support all FHSD students? 

By eliminating “add-on” weights, students will be less inclined to focus on course weight (numbers) and more 

focused on developing interest, talents, and skill sets (learning). Preparing students for success requires a 

different educational experience than it did 10 years ago. Students must be meaningfully engaged in their 

academic experience.  They must also see the connection between school work and future college or career 

plans.  Through the proposed changes, students will focus more on their personal development, what they are 

interested in, and real-world experiences. Learning will be more about development and less about selection, 

while continuing to foster a spirit of competition through student goal-setting and extracurricular offerings; 

these changes support our continued focus on whole-child development.  
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Will the removal of valedictorian/salutatorian designation limit a student’s opportunity to earn college 

scholarships? 

No. Scholarships are often awarded before valedictorian and salutatorians are named. Also, IHEs recognize that 

many high schools award this honor to multiple students, so these designations are not considered as unique to 

IHEs as they may have been in the past. Many of the IHEs contacted indicated that the designation of 

valedictorian is given minimal to no importance. 

 

How can I learn more and share my thoughts? 

Parents, students, teachers and community members are encouraged to learn more about the recommended 

changes to Board policy 5430 “Class Rank” and share their thoughts before Dec. 18.  Individuals may do so by 

attending a parent meeting on Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. at Nagel Middle School; emailing Meghan Lawson, Associate 

Director of Secondary Curriculum and Instruction, at meghanlawson@foresthills.edu, or by contacting the 

board of education. 

 

 

 

http://www.boarddocs.com/oh/fhlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=ADTTDA73E863
mailto:meghanlawson@foresthills.edu

