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Challenges



Examine our weighted course system, 
class rank, and graduation recognition 
to ensure that all systems support a 
focus on student learning while 
continuing to support students in their 
postsecondary goals.

Purpose



District 
Committee 

Members

HS Parents: Robin Rothfuss & Cathy 
Moore, AHS Parents Maggie Rosch, THS 
Parent

HS Counselors: Nancy Aniskovich & 
Carol Terwillegar

HS Teachers: John Polivka, Jennifer 
Cook, Lindsey Stelzer, Janet Baker, 
Gayle Garza

Administrators: Brian Lee, Dave 
Kammerer, Erika Daggett



June 29  8-11 AM

August 14  8-11 AM

September 20  3-5 PM

Extensive research and time was spent 
outside of these meeting dates to bring 
information back to the table for the 
committee’s discussion and review.

MEETING 
DATES



CURRENT WEIGHTED COURSE SYSTEM
AP equivalent classes are weighted at 0.025 added each semester to the grade point 
average of students who earn at least a grade of C-

Note: College Credit Plus (CC+) courses taken on and off Forest Hills School District 

campuses receive the same weight as AP courses in that department. 

In other honors level classes are weighted at 0.0125 added each semester to the grade 

point average of students who earn at least a grade of C-:

In short, we have a 4.0 grading scale but every time a student takes a weighted class, 

they get that amount per semester added to their grade point average once the course is 
completed as long as they earn a C- or higher.



LESS MORE

What am I interested in? 

What makes me excited to come to school 
every day?

 How can I take more classes that support 
my passions? 

Which courses offer learning that supports 
my future goals? 

How can I get more real-world experiences 
with learning that I care about?

How can I make a difference in my world 
today and in the future?

What weight is offered for 
that course?

How will that course impact 
my class rank?

If I take the CCP course, will 
it help my rank more than 
the AP course option since I 
get earn the weight in half 
the amount of time?

What are other students 
taking?

How will what other 
students take impact my 
class rank?



What are our students saying?
“This fixation with numbers carried into my secondary education as I mulled over how  my GPA, class rank, 
and ACT score distinguished me from my peers. At some times, it made me feel a false sense of superiority, 
while at others, it destroyed my sense of worth as a student. I am disillusioned with the idea that a person 
can be valued this way...I am under the impression that after fourteen years of schooling, the Forest Hills 
School District regards me as little more than a statistic. I feel as if am nothing more than one of the 
two-hundred-eighty-two graduating seniors.” 

“To recap, with the exception of a few 
subjects, my high school education has 
narrowed my thoughts and made me think 
more in a survival aspect of how to get an A 
rather than being purely engaged in the 
material like I was in middle school and 
elementary school.” 

“The education system has been 
devastating to my academic 
confidence. Being so harshly 
graded and criticized for the past 
twelve years has obliterated my 
ability to be proud and confident of 
my work.”



Research
Values Aligned Districts

District Weighted Scale

Sycamore 5.0 WEIGHTING SYSTEM

Indian Hill ONLY AP W/ .03 ADD ON

Wyoming ADD ON WEIGHTS

Mariemont AP/HONORS SAME WEIGHT

Walnut Hills 6.0 WEIGHTING SYSTEM



Research
Demographically Aligned Districts

District Weighted System

Brexville-Broadview 5 POINT

Avon 5 POINT

Nordonia 5 POINT

Lakota 5 POINT 

Hilliard 5 POINT 

Avon Lake 5 POINT 

West Lake High 5 POINT



Research
Top Attended Institutes of Higher Education

IHE Look at Weight

UC Minimally

OU Not reported

NKU YES

OSU NO

Miami YES



Committee’s Recommendation
Weighted Course System

FHSD will change to a 5.0 weighted course system beginning in the 18-19 school 
year.

It is extremely problematic to transition one grade level over to a new weighted course 

system while keeping others on the same, so students will receive their add on weights 
from previous courses taken, but all courses beginning the 18-19 school year would be 
on this 5 point scale.

Example of 5 Point Weighted System

Gradebook Mark
(College Prep)

AP/CCP weight mark 
(+1.0)

Honors weight mark 
(+0.5)

A+ or A  4.0 5.0 4.5

A- 3.7 4.7 4.2



Example GPA of a student transitioning to the new 
weighting system

Grades 9 - 11
18 credits earned
63 Grade Points earned (A=4.0, B=3.0, etc.)
4 AP courses (.025 add-on per) = 0.10

63 GP/18 Credits = 3.50 GPA unweighted
      + 0.10 add-on

3.60 GPA weighted

Grade 12
Schedule includes 3 unweighted & 2 AP courses
Student earns: A (non) - 4.0

A (non) - 4.0
B (non) - 3.0
A (AP) -  5.0
B (AP) -  4.0

20.0 Grade Points   
from 5 credits

Grades 9 - 12
Grade Points: 63 from 9-11 + 20 from 12 = 83 total
Credits: 18 from 9-11 + 5 from 12 = 23 total

Weighted GPA = 83 GP/23 Credits + 0.10 add-ons from 9-11 = 3.71



What if the Class of 2017 had changed to the new 
system prior to their Senior year?

*example students are from Turpin class of 2017

Rank

Actual 
weighted GPA 
at graduation

*IF* weighting had 
changed prior to 

Senior year

1 4.70 4.69
10 4.59 4.59
50 4.24 4.28

100 3.90 3.99
200 3.21 3.29



Research
Values Aligned Districts

District Class Rank Valedictorian & 
Salutatorian 

Sycamore NO NO

Indian Hill NO YES

Madeira NO YES

Wyoming YES YES

Mariemont NO YES

Walnut Hills YES YES



Research
Demographically Aligned Districts

District Class Rank VAL/SAL Additional Details

Brecksville-Broadview NO Not reported Only rank the top 10%
.5 - Honors
1.0 for AP

Olmstead Falls NO NO Cum Laude

Avon NO Not reported Top 5% honored after 7 semesters.

Nordonia NO NO Superintendent’s award for 4.0 or higher

Lakota Not reported YES

Hilliard Not reported Not reported President’s Education Award for 3.5 and above plus achieving 85% percentile 
on ACT, SAT, or PSAT in math or reading.

Avon Lake YES YES

Middletown NO Not reported Recognize top 10% at graduation

Brunswick NO NO TOP 10 recognized at graduation, receive metals, etc. Also have an academic 
breakfast.

New Albany Not reported YES - 4.0 or 
better, you are a 
VAL.

Looking at a service learning factor for VAL/SAL

West Lake High YES



Research
Top Attended IHE’s

IHE Looks at Class Rank VAL/SAL 
Scholarships

Additional Info

UC NO Not reported Convert all weights to a 
4.0 scale. Admission 
standards differ by 
dept.

OU NO NO

NKU YES NO Rank reviewed for 
scholarships only.

OSU YES MINIMALLY Looks at VAL for 
scholarships alongside 
many other factors.

Miami MINIMALLY MINIMALLY May look at class rank, 
but it’s not strongly 
considered.

Merit grid for 
scholarship decisions.



Research
Aspirational IHE’s

IHE Looks at Class Rank VAL/SAL 
Scholarships

Additional Info

MIT MINIMALLY MINIMALLY They will look at class rank but only against 
many other factors including the school 
profile.
VAL looked at minimally against other 
factors for scholarships.

STANFORD MINIMALLY NO

MICHIGAN REVIEW FOR DISCREPANCIES 
ONLY

NO

WITTENBURG NO NO



Research from the National Association for College Admissions Counseling 



Research from the National Association for College Admissions Counseling 



Additional Research
From the National Association of Secondary School Principals & National 

Association of College Admissions Counseling

Of surveyed college/admission counseling groups comprised of 230 universities, 79% of colleges said 

their biggest item of importance is the grades in CP coursework followed closes by grades in all 

courses over all, and the school’s profile. 

50-60% placed ACT/SAT of high importance.

Class rank was of medium importance, so they MIGHT use class rank a bit. But overall, less than 
10% of schools gave class rank considerable importance in 2016. The importance of class rank 

to IHE’s continues to decline.

Recommendation letters & other materials were high in importance.

Trend for grades has remained consistent over time. Grades and strength of curriculum are the most 
important. If we do away with class rank, an idea for an alternative is to share distributions on the 

school profile. For example, X % of students earned this band of a GPA.



Committee’s Recommendation
Class Rank & VAL/SAL

Remove class rank from transcripts starting with the Class of 2020 (current sophomores) to 

begin next school year.

No longer recognize VAL/SAL starting with the Class of 2020 and instead recognize students in 
a Cum Laude system.

Top 5% of students: Summa Cum Laude

Top 6-10%: Magna Cum Laude

Top 11-20%: Cum Laude

Rationale: The majority of weighted courses are taken in junior and senior year which has significantly impacted 
course selection in the past. Since less than 10% of colleges strongly consider class rank and instead all IHE’s have and 
continue to place high importance on grades and school profiles, we believe there is no longer a need to put class rank 
on transcripts. This removal of class rank will encourage students to take courses based on interest and helps us show 
students that they are so much more than a number. Class rank can be made available to students  upon the request of 
an IHE. A Cum Laude system allows us to recognize more students for their excellence.


