
 
Forest Hills Families,  

To say a lot is going on in the world right now would be an understatement. While it may feel 
chaotic, I want to assure you that there is nothing more important to me and our entire district 
administration, faculty and staff than to welcome our students and staff back to school as safely 
and responsibly as possible.  

Whether in-person or via the Virtual Academy, we are committed to always do our best to serve 
you and your family. We are here, and we’re moving quickly to address new updates and to 
clearly communicate how each update impacts students, staff and families. As always, we are 
committed to keeping you informed along the way. We will get through this together.  

Over 850 Forest Hills students, approximately 11 percent, enrolled in the FHSD Virtual 
Academy. Our team is now carefully reviewing each participant's academic needs and will work 
with teachers to adequately staff the program. If you enrolled your student in the Virtual 
Academy, you will receive additional communication in early August.  

We also continue to work diligently to determine the specific protocols that will be in place for 
our students making a traditional return to school this fall. Our school district - along with 
districts across the country - is facing extremely complex challenges and decisions. As a parent 
myself, please know that I appreciate the many candid questions that you have regarding the 
safety and education of your student(s). However, I hope you will continue to be patient and 
supportive as we complete necessary research and collaboration with health experts in an effort 
to make decisions that best support the health and safety of students and staff.  

Each Friday, I will send an email to all FHSD parents to share updated information and address 
the latest and most common questions and concerns. We will also continue to update our 
Return to Learn website with information as it becomes finalized. Beginning in August, principals 
will once again start to communicate school-specific information to families. Please keep in mind 
that as new facts and mandates come to fruition, this information may change.  

Today, I want to provide answers to the five most common questions our team has 
received: 

Will all-day kindergarten parents pay tuition if the district transitions into a fully-
remote model? 
Should the district transition into a complete remote learning model due to COVID-19, families 
enrolled in all-day kindergarten will receive tuition reimbursement for the days in which their 

https://www.foresthills.edu/reopen.html


child is not in the classroom. Remote educational opportunities aligned with the curriculum will 
be available to all-day kindergarten families. Children will maintain access to their classroom 
teachers; however, families will not pay tuition during this period.  

Are face masks required? 
Yes. Cloth face masks are required for all students and staff, unless they are unable to do so for 
a health or developmental reason, which will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  

All students (PreK-12) will be expected to bring and wear their own face mask while on school 
transportation or on school property, including hallways, restrooms, and all common spaces. 
This is aligned with the district's guidance from the State of Ohio, Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) and the American Academy of Pediatrics as cloth face masks are 
considered by health officials to be one of the most effective tools to mitigate community 
spread.  

What will lunch look like? 
Students will not wear masks when they are eating or drinking, and as such, social distancing 
mandates will be enforced. Lunches will be scheduled and staggered to eliminate crowding and, 
if needed, schools will utilize additional building spaces as lunchrooms. Students will wear 
masks as they travel to and from lunch. Staff will disinfect tables between lunch periods.  

Will my student have recess? 
Yes. Recess is considered to be an essential part of the day, and it will be part of the students 
daily schedule. The district continues to work with local health officials to determine how best to 
facilitate recess in safe and responsible ways. Expect additional recess updates as the school 
year gets closer.  

What are the daily cleaning procedures? 
Our custodial staff schedules are redesigned to ensure that each facility is thoroughly cleaned 
and sanitized nightly. This includes disinfecting common touch points throughout the day. 
Cleaning resources will be available in each classroom to disinfect items and spaces during the 
day. 

If you haven't visited our FAQs on our website, I urge you to take a few minutes to look through 
them. If after you review the web you have an unanswered question, please send it to 
questions@foresthills.edu for our next FAQ series.  

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts with me. Our entire team is looking forward 
to continuing to collaborate with you, leading up to the first day of school and beyond.  

Respectfully,  
Scot  

https://www.foresthills.edu/reopen/return-learn-faqs.html

