
Forest Hills families, 

I hope that you and your family have enjoyed a happy holiday season. As we look forward to a 
new year, I want to provide you with a brief update on the work taking place at Forest Hills.  

As you may remember from earlier communication, FHSD created a comprehensive action plan 
following a March 2019 on-site review by the Ohio Department of Education Office for 
Exceptional Children (OEC).  

Since the plan’s August implementation, our staff has worked diligently on the key points 
outlined: 

 Implementation of online learning tools, on-site training and technical assistance to 
provide guidance for staff to complete required Evaluation Team Reports (ETRs) including 

Individualized Education Plan (IEP) forms. 
 Continuation of building-specific, on-site training related to IEP goal development, 

progress monitoring and compliance. 
 Creation of internal monitoring teams to review district documents systematically. This 

team will be trained and functioning by fall 2019. 
 Continuation and refinement of the District Transition Committee, which focuses on 

guidance for students transitioning to postsecondary opportunities. 
 A thorough review of resources and guidance specific to educating parents, staff and the 

community on the special education process. 

The OEC has visited Forest Hills since the plan’s implementation to review corrected records, 
collaborate on district practices and assist staff with training. The district will continue to conduct 
ongoing follow up as part of the review process through this school year. 

Please note that the review performed by the OEC is not a reflection of the high-quality services 
that FHSD students receive every day; rather it focused on ETR and IEP completion and 
compliance. In fact, the district earned a perfect score in the most recent Ohio Special 
Education annual rating that ODE released this past fall.  

According to the OEC, Forest Hills School District was among 20-40 Ohio school districts 
selected to potentially receive a comprehensive on-site review. Following the initial selection of 
districts, the OEC conducts a risk analysis to finalize which districts they will visit. Additionally, 
the OEC aims to review districts every 6-8 years; FHSD has not received a review since 2001. 

We are extremely proud of the outstanding work that takes place every day with our students. 
This review has provided us a great opportunity to ensure that our processes are aligned while 
we continue to focus on improving outcomes for all of our students.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or your building principal at any 
time.  

Sincerely,  

Betsy Ryan 
 


